
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

     “Spring being a tough act to follow, 
God created June, “ quoted Al Bernstein.  
It seems Destin jumped from Fall to 
Spring this year! Such a fun time at the 
Museum.  Our landscape greenery and 
flowers are a welcoming museum en-
trance.  Our wonderful partnership with 
the Okaloosa County Tourist Develop-
ment Council has enabled us to create and 
expand new and exciting exhibits in the 
museum as well as in our Museum Herit-
age Park.  Our wonderful Annual Corpo-
rate Sponsors have been key players in 
the Museum’s ability to meet our Mission 
Statement.  June 9th marked my 8th year 
at the museum.  Our Museum Board, vol-
unteers, members, and sponsors have 
been very supportive since I became the 
Executive Director in September 2015.  
Many thanks to everyone for helping our 
museum grow! I encourage you to come 
grow with us as members or sponsors!              

                    Kathy Marler Blue 
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Destin  

History & Fishing  

Museum 
Here’s What’s  Been  

Happening At 

YOUR Museum! 

 BOARD MEET-
I N G S  F o r 

2017 :January 11, 
February 8, March 

8, April 12, May 10, 
June 14, July 12, 

August 9, Septem-

ber 13, October 
11, November 8, 

December 13 

 

Museum Visitors 
 

2006:     2,095 
2007:     3,527 
2008:     4,561   
2009:     5,804  
2010:     6,368 
2011:     7,131 
2012:     8,396 
2013:      8,036 
2014:      7,647 
2015:      8,631 
2016:     10,634   
2017:  
January to June 2017 
7,013 visitors 

               
 

 Calendar of Events 

Museum Honors    Jean Shoults Melvin 
     Founder’s Day, May 13th, the Museum dedicat-
ed a granite bench in honor of the Museum’s found-
er and first Executive Director, Jean Shoults Melvin 
who passed away  November 12, 2016. Jean was 
the Executive Director from 2005 to September 
2015 when she retired due to health issues.  Muse-
um’s John Lefler and Terry Long pose with Jean 
Melvin’s family members Nancy Shoults, Erin 
Shoults Hadaway and Brad Shoults. Museum 
Treasurer, John Lefler stated, “On this Founder’s 
Day, it is fitting to honor Jean for all she has done 
to establish this great repository and exhibition for 
the history and culture of the very unique and spe-
cial city of Destin.” 
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 The City of Destin celebrated “Founder’s Day” at the Destin Community Center on 
Saturday, May 13th.  The Museum participates in the program with a short museum update and spe-
cial invitation to everyone for a free tour.  Each Founder’s Day a special exhibit will be featured.  
This year the Museum had an exhibit during April thru August entitled, “ Talking Smack”, an exhibit 
on the early Snapper fishing in the Gulf of Mexico.  This exhibit is on loan from the University of 
West Florida, Department of Anthropology, the Division of Anthropology and Archaeology.  Leonard 
Destin started the fishing industry in East Pass/Destin.  Catches were taken by schooner to Pensacola 
where there was rail and shipping to barter and trade for the things they needed.  The port of Pensaco-
la was a hub for the well-smacks that snapper fished throughout the Gulf of Mexico. The exhibit in-
cluded artifacts from the wreck of a Red Snapper vessel, “Hamilton” located just west of the Pensaco-
la Pass. 
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 Rodeo Gallery Additions 
 

     Moreland Graphics installed a replica Ro-
deo “Leaderboard” in the Rodeo Gallery & 
2016 Winners are listed ! This board will be 
updated at the end of the 2017 Rodeo. 
     The Rodeo Gallery has also been updated 
with new lighting and surround sound speakers. 

 

 

NEW MUSEUM ADDITIONS 

 

Flagpole Relocation 
 
     The City of Destin relo-
cated the museum flagpole to 
our Museum Heritage Park.  
New fishing flags  adorn the 
outriggers topped off by the 
American flag.  Gulf Coast 
Electric installed the flagpole 
light.  Additional landscape 
will soon be added.  This is a 
beautiful addition to the 
Park. 
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Expanded John Destin 
 Exhibit 

 
     This new exhibit features the 
life and artwork of Captain John 
A. Destin.  The exhibit has origi-
nal works of his art in the form of 
paintings and carvings.  A Power-
Point presentation tells his story 
and shows pictures of the 69 piec-
es of artwork that were shown dur-
ing the Captain John A. Destin Art 
Show which was held the week of 
Founder’s Day 2016 at the Muse-
um. 

     The Pilot House of the “Flipper” was 
the Destin Chamber of Com-
merce ,Inaugural “Destin Forward Class” 
project.  It was dedicated April 30, 2008.  
Just like any “wood” boat, it was time for a 
“re-haul”.  Matt Ronk repaired and repaint-
ed the Flipper inside and out.  This exhibit 
continues to be a focal point when viewing 
the Museum. 

Flipper Renovation 

     ñHis artistic eye and fishermanôs hands produced works from ordinary boat and house paints on 
ñcanvassesò of juniper, plywood, Masonite, or other available materials. His knowledge of ships and patience in 
the smallest detail created the beautiful works.  So long as his work survives, Uncle John will be remembered.ò 
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Spring Tours 

 

Ft. Rucker International Studentôs Tour  
April 8th 

Students make presentation of engraved  
Commemorative emblem to Kathy Marler Blue 

Tammyôs Journeys 
ñSeniors on the Goò 

April 20 

Okaloosa County 
 Leadership Class 

May 9 

Pensacola Tours 
Mystery Tour to Destin 

April 24 

     The “Rodeo Gallery” can seat up to 50 visitors and is the beginning point for scheduled tours.  The 
AV equipment features continuous loops of Rodeo data as well as can accommodate PowerPoint 
presentations for special programming. 
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ANNUAL  

CORPORATE  

SPONSORS  

Tuesday - Saturday 
10am to 4pm 

Destin History & Fishing Museum  

Museum Board of Directors               

Executive Board     President: Don Rogers          Vice President: Lloyd Taylor 

          Secretary: Terry Long                    Treasurer: John Lefler   

General Board:  Janie Browning, Rick Derek, Parker Destin, Norm Hall, Terri Hensley, Tina 

Harbuck, Mike Spigelmire, Russell Wamble 

Executive Director  Kathy Marler Blue     Associate Director   Tarra Wixom 

Museum Docents:     Dave Fraser, Carole Marler      Museum Volunteers:  J.R. Dreier, 

Sheila & Ron Johnson, Tona Newland, Connie Walter,  

Newsletter Writer and Editor         Kathy Marler Blue 

DHFM 
P.O. Box 548 

Destin, FL 32540-0548 

Destin History and Fishing Museum is a non profit organization whose members are dedicated to 

preserving, documenting, and sharing the complete history of Destin.  There are limitless ways you, 
your friends, and associates can be part of realizing these efforts.  Now more than ever we can use 
your support. Your  donation or membership is tax deductible.   

Please fill out the form below and mail it to the museum.    

Yes, I Give My Support! 
 Name___________________________________________________________________ 
Address__________________________________________________________________
  

Phone________________________________________  E-Mail ______________________________________ 
 
Membership/Amount $20_______ $ 50________ $ 100 ________ $250 _________ $ Other ___________ 
Check # ______________        If you would like to pay by credit card please call the Museum and have 

your credit card ready. 

Mail to:  Destin History and Fishing Museum  P.O. Box 548  Destin, Florida  32540-0548 

Thank you. Without your faithful and generous donations and efforts, the museum would not exist 
today.    

Join or Renew Your Membership Today 

 

Admission: Adults:  $5 
 Seniors & Military: $4 
 Students: $3 
 Kids 6 & Under  
 and Members :  Free 

 
 

Phone: 850-837-6611 
Website: 

destinhistoryandfishingmuseum.org  

E-mail:  
Kathy Marler Blue 

kathydestinhistory@gmail.com   
Tarra Wixom 

tarradestinhistory@gmail.com 

Emerald 
Coast 

Charities 


