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Destin  

History & Fishing  

Museum 
Here’s What’s  Been  

Happening At 

YOUR Museum! 

 BOARD MEET-
I N G S  F o r 

2017 :January 11, 
February 8, March 

8, April 12, May 10, 
June 14, July 12, 

August 9, Septem-

ber 13, October 
11, November 8, 

December 13 

 

Museum Visitors 
 

2006:     2,095 
2007:     3,527 
2008:     4,561   
2009:     5,804  
2010:     6,368 
2011:     7,131 
2012:     8,396 
2013:      8,036 
2014:      7,647 
2015:      8,631 
2016:     10,634   
2017:  
January to March 

2017 
3,065 visitors 

               
 

 Calendar of Events 
     
      ñWe make a living by what we get, But we 
make a life by what we give,ò  said Winston 
Churchhill.  January is the time for our largest 
fundraiser of the year.  We are so thankful for 
the huge amount of items that were donated for 
our auction during our Annual Gumbo Contest 
& Silent Auction.  Tarra and our event commit-
tee worked together to bring together our high-
est moneymaker to date!  Through the wonder-
ful partnership with the TDC, we have added 
some incredible advances to the museum. Our 
Rodeo Gallery is a state-of-the-art presentation 
room and  new exhibits feature early Destin 
families and individuals that were the ñmovers 
& shakersò and a ñRodeo Fishbenchò exhibit 
featuring species caught from Destin waters. We 
have added hardware & software to digitize our 
artifact collection in our Workroom. An audio 
tour gives visitors an added dimension to their 
visit.  For the first time we have had some help 
in some advertising, have updated our website 
and you can find us on FACEBOOK !  All these 
things by the generosity of our locals, TDC, 
Okaloosa County and the City of Destin!   

                    Kathy Marler Blue 
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AUDIO 
TOUR 

     Through the partnership 
with the Okaloosa County 
TDC, an audio tour featuring 
22 exhibit stations in the 
Museum enables visitors to 
access tour scripts.  Visitors 
can see and hear the record-
ed scripts. 

     This audio tour utilizes 
MP3 Players with headsets 
& reprogrammed IPhone 3s 
with headsets.  Visitors can 
also access the tour site data 
by downloading the free QR 
Scanner code to their smart 
phones and scanning the ex-
hibit codes. 
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     The 11th Annual Gumbo Contest & Silent Auction was held Saturday, January 28th at the Destin Commu-
nity Center.  Nearly 500 attended the popular event.  Ticket holders enjoyed a Silent Auction of 115 bid pack-
ages, live music by FLASHFLOOD, and gumbo from local contestants.  There were 15 restaurants and 12 indi-
viduals registered in the event.  Celebrity Judges for the gumbo contest were:  Jami Jones-The Big Red Truck, 
ñDiamondò Dan Kuhn-Coast 93 , Carisse LeJeune-Destin City Manager, Jaxon Mitchell-Emerald Grande & 
HarborWalk Village, ñWoofyò Ramone-99 Rock, Kelly Rimes-Kelly Plantation Grille, Will Rogers-Destin 
City Library, and Matt Ronk-Boat Builder & Restored the ñPrimroseò.  

Gumbo Contest & Silent Auction 

This fundraiser net  
$ 15,768.75 

Individual Winners: 
 

1st Place 
Dot Jones 

 
2nd Place 

Ken Harrison 
 

3rd Place 
Kelly Anderson 

 
Peopleôs Choice 
Kelly Anderson 

Restaurant Winners: 
 

1st Place 
Crab Island Cantina 

 
2nd Place 

Dewey Destinôs Harborside 
 

3rd Place 
Harry Tôs Restaurant 

 
Peopleôs Choice 

Dewey Destinôs Harborside 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Preserving the Heritage of the Worldõs Luckiest Fishing Village ! Page 3 

     Some straightline winds came 
thru Destin causing damage in-
cluding the Museum.  Huge limbs 
torn off two large trees, uprooted 
pavers when nearby tree was dam-
aged near the Old Post Office, net 
reel blown over, ñPrimroseò 
moved off blocks, glass broken out 
of Old Post Office.  
     The City of Destin was quick to 
respond cleaning up the debris 
from the damage.  Matt Ronk re-
paired the net reel and ñPrimroseò.  
Delta Pavers fixed the uprooted 
pavers to return the walkway to a 
safe surface.    

Annual General Membership Meeting 
February 8 
6 P.M. 

     The Annual General Membership meeting fea-
tured a presentation by local historian Hank Klein on 
his newly released book, ñDestinôs Founding Fa-
ther:  The Untold Story of Leonard Destinò.  Klein 
was introduced by photographer and author Tony 
Mennillo.  The meeting also showcased museum 
highlights for the 2016 year and plans for 2017. 

February 4 
4—6 P.M. 

Book Signing 
 

Books Available 
at Museum 

Museum Damage  
 Wind ñDownburstò 
February 7 



Documenting and sharing the complete history of Destin ! Page 4 

     The Museum has a group of wonderful volunteers that help to 
follow-through not only the day to day operations, but with the 
special events and fundraisers.  Volunteers are the ñHeartò of the 
Museum and without these very important people the Staff & 
Board realize it would be very difficult to meet our goals.  Their 
free time, talents, and special interests are welcome and very 
much appreciated. 
     2016 was a huge year for the Museum with the best financial 
year and best attendance in 11 years.  These efforts could not have 
been realized without the support of our volunteers. 
     Dozens of volunteers help out at our annual Gumbo Contest & 
Silent Auction & our parking concession during the Seafood Fes-
tival.  These include:  Mike & Kathy Eller, Kelly & MaryAnne 
Windes and her host of ladies that help serve at the Gumbo Con-
test, Jami Jones and the Kelly Plantation Fishing Club. 
     The Museum participates in the USA Presidential Volunteer 
Service Award Program which recognizes levels of volunteer 
hours served with certificate and special pins. All volunteers re-
ceived Museum certificates.  Museum Diamond Level (1,000 hrs. 
+) received special engraved gifts. 
 
Museum Certificate:  Janie Browning, Parker  Destin, Dar lene 
Fraser, Rick Ivey, Levy Blue, Wendy Parker. 
 
New & Current Bronze Presidential Volunteer Certificate 
(100 + hours): Scottie Gr iffith, Tina Harbuck, Terr i Hensley, 
Denise Ingram, Judy Lefler, Claude Newland Matt Ronk, Mike 
Spigelmire 
 
New & Current Silver Presidential Volunteer Certificate (250-
499 hours):  Rick Derek, Norm Hall, Terry Long, Tona New-
land, Lloyd Taylor, Connie Walter, Russell Wamble 
 
New & Current Gold Presidential Volunteer Certificate (500+ 
hours):  Dave Fraser  (2,578 hrs.), John Lefler  (1,251 hrs.), 
Carole Marler (2,516 hrs.), Don Rogers (517 hrs.) 

Volunteer Appreciation 
Luncheon 

Do you have 3 hours of free time to help us out?   
We are working to get two volunteers on each shift.   

We have openings to greet visitors  
Tuesday 1 to 4, Thursday 1 to 4 and Friday 1 to 4. 
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Celebrating 
 

Archaeology 
 

Month 

     Museum Associate Director, Tarra Wix-
om set up a booth at the Eglin Archaeology 
Day Event.  Visitors learned about ñFishing 
Through the Agesò.  A visual photo collage 
of fishing from prehistoric Florida fishing to 
local seine boats and sloops.  Local archaeo-
logical data and technological advances that 
have shaped fishing of today were featured.  
Children could try their hand at casting fish-
ing pole lines into hoola hoop rings to 
ñcatchò fish. 

PIRATES,  
FISH CAMPS  
& PREHISTORIC 
FLORIDA VILLAGES 

March 25 
11 AM– 1 PM 

March 18 
10:30 AM– 2:30 PM 

LOCAL 
HISTORY 

    Three regional archaeologists gave presentations  on their re-
search in Northwest Florida.  Mike Thomin discussed the truths 
and myths about pirates and privateers in coastal waters.  Jodi Pres-
ton shared fish camp history and maritime culture history.  Jim 
Morehead shared data on prehistoric Native American settlements. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preserving the Heritage of the Worldõs Luckiest Fishing Village 

 

ANNUAL  

CORPORATE  

SPONSORS  

Tuesday - Saturday 
10am to 4pm 

Destin History & Fishing Museum  

Museum Board of Directors               

Executive Board     President: Don Rogers          Vice President: Lloyd Taylor 

          Secretary: Terry Long                    Treasurer: John Lefler   

General Board:  Janie Browning, Rick Derek, Parker Destin, Norm Hall, Terri Hensley, Tina 

Harbuck, Mike Spigelmire, Russell Wamble 

Executive Director  Kathy Marler Blue     Associate Director   Tarra Wixom 

Museum Docents:     Dave Fraser, Carole Marler      Museum Volunteers:  J.R. Dreier, 

Sheila & Ron Johnson, Tona Newland, Connie Walter,  

Newsletter Writer and Editor         Kathy Marler Blue 

DHFM 
P.O. Box 548 

Destin, FL 32540-0548 

Destin History and Fishing Museum is a non profit organization whose members are dedicated to 

preserving, documenting, and sharing the complete history of Destin.  There are limitless ways you, 
your friends, and associates can be part of realizing these efforts.  Now more than ever we can use 
your support. Your  donation or membership is tax deductible.   

Please fill out the form below and mail it to the museum.    

Yes, I Give My Support! 
 Name___________________________________________________________________ 
Address__________________________________________________________________
  

Phone________________________________________  E-Mail ______________________________________ 
 
Membership/Amount $20_______ $ 50________ $ 100 ________ $250 _________ $ Other ___________ 
Check # ______________        If you would like to pay by credit card please call the Museum and have 

your credit card ready. 

Mail to:  Destin History and Fishing Museum  P.O. Box 548  Destin, Florida  32540-0548 

Thank you. Without your faithful and generous donations and efforts, the museum would not exist 
today.    

Join or Renew Your Membership Today 

 

Admission: Adults:  $5 
 Seniors & Military: $4 
 Students: $3 
 Kids 6 & Under  
 and Members :  Free 

 
 

Phone: 850-837-6611 
Website: 

destinhistoryandfishingmuseum.org  

E-mail:  
Kathy Marler Blue 

kathydestinhistory@gmail.com   
Tarra Wixom 

tarradestinhistory@gmail.com 

Emerald 
Coast 

Charities 


